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In the late 1970s, Neal Rosenthal set out to learn everything he could about wine. He opened a small
wine shop and, shortly thereafter, a wine-importing business. Today, he is one of the most successful
importers of traditionally made wines crafted at limited production, family-owned vineyards in France
and Italy.

IN REFLECTIONS OF A WINE MERCHANT, Rosenthal shares his experiences as he learned his
trade: the friendships, the adventures, and the challenge of convincing others to love what he loves. He
introduces us to his growers, steeped for generations in the lore of their land, who make wines of
pronounced character using time-honored and “unscientific” methods of grape-growing and vinification.
We travel with Rosenthal into their homes, cellars, vineyards, and family circles, and listen to them muse
on their work and speak of their traditions. Among this exceptional range of personalities, we meet the
formidable Madame Jeanne Ferret in the Maconnais, the now-celebrated Giampiero and Paolo Bea of
Umbria, the amicable Luigi Ferrando in the foothills of the Alps, the humble aristocrat Cyrille Portalis at
his ancestral Chateau Pradeaux on the Mediterranean, and many more. Although each comes from
different backgrounds, geographies, and histories, all are passionate about their land and their vocation
and are colorfully opinionated in their views. We learn how they unveil the subtleties of their individual
“terroirs” and discover the mystery of how their wines express not only where they are produced but the
personalities and principles behind them.

With Rosenthal as our guide, we voyage through the great wine regions of France and Italy, parse the
peculiar mind-set of the Burgundians, view the dramatic shifts in Bordeaux, and confront the obstacles
posed by globalized marketing and the media’s blunt-edged ratings systems. We witness, from his unique
perspective, three decades of remarkable controversy, hype and change. Above all, we share the joys —
and pitfalls — for growers and merchants alike, of an often enviable business which goes back to the
beginnings of civilization and which, as Rosenthal deftly explains, can connect us with our deepest
values.

“There have been many books about wine, but rarely one as absorbing and as wise as this one. Rosenthal tells of his
travels in France and Italy, of his friendships with wine growers, and of his own growing understanding of this
ancient business that combines both art and commerce. He writes so well, one can taste the wines he loves.”



Charles Simic, Poet Laureate

“I enjoyed renewing my acquaintance with Neal, whom I haven’t seen since I used to live a few blocks from what I
believe was his first shop, on Lexington Avenue. He was a source of the kind of wines that I have always looked for,
wines that spoke to me not of marketing trends, but of the places where they were grown and the people who made
them. Whether they were rustic or elegant, Neal’s wines were always wines of character, of taste. His lively book,
which displays the spunky personality of the author, shines light on how character and taste may be bred into wine.”

Victor Hazan, Wine Writer

“The experience of wine is habitually hijacked and then ruined by, you know, that guy in the silk tie saying
embarrassing things like "angular yet bouncy" while swirling his ruby fruit bomb around in his ballon. Thankfully
there is Neal Rosenthal, who understands wine as the agricultural labor it is, made by men (and women) in canvas
jackets. You know, farmers. Neal introduces us to the 4th generation winemaker who tends the vines, lifts heavy
barrels, and trods around in damp dark cellars with cold dirt floors. These winemakers are unyielding in their
pursuit of excellence, having deep respect and uncommon understanding of the dirt itself, the grapes and even the
provenance of the wood from which the barrels are made which will hold their juice until it is bottled. For me, the
outstanding pleasure of this book was to be for several hours immersed in the company of people, including the
writer himself, who are dedicated to excellence and quality throughout, even when it is not convenient, glamorous or
profitable. Secondarily, while Neal is simply writing about wine and the people who make wine, it is impossible
not to read the greater story of family and tradition and world view that are embedded and inherent in a 3rd or 4th
generation winemaker. If that weren't enough, there is death, divorce, birth, strange black furry mold, spitting,
deceit, treachery and a very tense alpine car ride in a sports car with a juvenile delinquent behind the wheel!”

Gabrielle Hamilton, Chef/Owner, Prune Restaurant

-- Publishers Weekly, 1/28/2008

# Reflections of a Wine Merchant: On a Lifetime in the Vineyards and Cellars of France and Italy
Neal 1. Rosenthal. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $24 (256p) ISBN 978-0-374-24856-7

The 2008 vintage qualities remain undetermined, but with this title by New York City wine importer Rosenthal, the
still-young year yields one of the outstanding wine books of recent memory. From long experience, the author writes
that wine should be first understood as an expression of soil through fermented grape juice and begins his memoir of
a tradesman's life with a short manifesto on that expressive quality called terroir. Then, Rosenthal takes us on an
autobiography of his life as a wine merchant, starting with the opening of his Manhattan shop in 1978, from early
misadventures and small-scale successes to the ferreting of significant discoveries far off the paths habitually beaten
through France and Italy in particular. His and his wife, Kerry, had a knack for finding the hitherto unknown, and he
narrates these discoveries with physical and social details that bring moments to vivid, sensory life. The period he
chronicles was one of enormous developments in wine, from California through globalization, and he writes
intelligently of the problems that came with progress. Yet neither the trade nor this title is romantic: Rosenthal
makes clear the hard, often unpleasant work of winemaking and its trade and the setbacks that are part of the
process. Through his business, he has had and been responsible for countless wine-related experiences of
exceptional quality; he has now provided a literary one. B&w photos. (May)



